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PROTECTING PERSONAL DATA, PROTECTING YOUR BUSINESS  
 

Why does Data Protection matter? The risks have never been higher 

• Non-compliance can mean fines, lawsuits and reputational harm. Are you satisfied that your business 
is compliant with the current data protection legislation? 

• Current monetary penalties the Information Commissioner's Office can issue under UK GDPR: 

o Higher Maximum Amount:  

£17.5 million or 4% of the total annual worldwide turnover in the preceding financial year, 
whichever is higher. This usually applies to failure to comply with any of the data protection 
principles or in relation to any transfers of personal data to third countries. 

o Standard Maximum Amount: 

£8.7 million or 2% of the total annual worldwide turnover in the preceding financial year, 
whichever is higher. This usually applies if there is an infringement of other provisions, such as 
administrative requirements of the legislation. 

HLK can help you to reduce the risk of committing a personal data breach and avoid making a costly 
mistake. 
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Data Transfer – Are you transferring personal data outside of the UK? 

The UK GDPR contains rules about transfers of personal data to receivers located outside of the UK. The 
receiver can be a separate sole trader, partnership, company, public authority or other organisation, and 
includes separate companies in the same group. Such transfers are referred to as 'restricted transfers' 
and need to be assessed carefully.  

HLK can help you navigate and lawfully facilitate the flow of personal data where necessary to make a 
restricted transfer to meet a business purpose. We can ensure that the correct mechanisms are in place, 
such as a UK adequacy decision or appropriate safeguards like the Binding Corporate Rules. 

International transfers reflect the complexity of global business. With the constantly changing data 
protection landscape in the UK and EU, HLK can help your business stay compliant. 

 
How HLK can help 

HLK offers data protection advice not only to large businesses in the public and private sectors but 
also to small to medium-sized organisations across all industry sectors. We advise both on UK GDPR 
and EU GDPR. 

  Here are just some of the many areas we can help you with: 

• Carrying out Data Protection Impact Assessments (DPIAs) 
• Drafting Privacy Policies 
• Determining 'controller' - 'processor' relationships and drafting relevant data processing or data 

sharing agreements 
• Advising on how to deal with a data breach 
• Understanding and responding to Subject Access Requests (SARs) 

We are also able to offer bespoke training to those people in your organisation who are responsible for 
ensuring compliance with the data protection legislation. 

Please contact one of our colleagues: 
 
Bhavini Nakeshree, Senior Associate Solicitor 

 
Antonia Nita, Solicitor 

BNakeshree@hlk-ip.com ¦0113 393 1921 Anita@hlk-ip.com ¦0113 393 1921 
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This is for general information only and does not constitute legal advice. Should you require advice on this, or any other 
topic then please contact hlk@hlk-ip.com or your usual HLK advisor. 
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